
   

 

Central Michigan International Film Festival 

 

February 9-12 and 16-19, 2017 

Park Library Auditorium, Central Michigan University Campus 
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The current cover 

comes from the 

Festival selection  

DOLLS STORY.  

NTSC: a new meaning  

In the early days of colo(u)r 

television  the world split into 

three camps, using systems  

known as NTSC, SECAM and 

PAL.    

 

The American NTSC system  was 

known by its detractors as  

ñNever the Same Colo(u)rò.  With 

this brochure we give a new 

meaning to NTSC ð Never the  

Same Cover.  

We will keep changing the cover 

(sometimes as often as daily) 

until the festival ends.  So check 

back often to see what/who is on 

the cover. 
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The 2017 festival is made up of twelve 

programs of short films organized by theme, a 

festival highlights program, plus eleven longer 

films that are shown separately.   

 

Tickets for the festival are on sale at Java City 

coffee shop in Park Library  (on the Central 

Michigan University campus) and at 

Celebration! Cinema in Mt. Pleasant, MI. 

Get a book of five tickets for $10! (It's much 

cheaper than buying single tickets.) 

 

     Tickets are five for $10 (or one for $5, if 

you actually want to buy a single ticket).  
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Programs  
Around the World, Program 1  

eight short films from around the world 

Friday, February 10 at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, February 18 at 4:00 p.m. and 

Sunday, February 19 at 5:00 p.m. at Park Library Auditorium (Central Michigan 

University) 

 

Cirilo (Spain)  

After trying to navigate a complicated and frustrating bureaucracy, an unemployed man becomes 

overwhelmed and reacts while in the employment office.  14 minutes.  Director: Ruben Sainz 

 

Retrosexe (France) 
The year is 2065 and traditional sex is banned. A group of teenagers, convinced sex was better in 

the old days, sets out to discover what it was like.  15 minutes.  Director:  Jean-Baptiste Saurel 

 

Blind Date (Poland) 
A blind girl, introduced to online dating, tries to find a boyfriend.  9 minutes.  Director: Mateusz 

Zebrowski.  

 

Memory Hospital (Brazil) 
A night at an unusual hospital reveals secrets, sorrows and memories.  18 minutes.  Director:  

Pedro Paulo de Andrade 

 

Proceeds of Crime (Ireland) 
An alphabetic journey through the sinister gangland world of Ireland.  3 minutes. Director: David 

Quin 

 

Every Drop Counts... (India) 
This film about water expresses a lot in a very short time.  1 minute. Director: Dhimant Vyas. 

 

Mary Mother (Afghanistan) 
Mary lives in a remote village of Afghanistan. Her only son is with the army in Kunduz province. 

She hears that Kunduz has fallen to the Taliban and, since the authorities have no news of her 

son, she decides to go to Kunduz to find him.  The ending will likely not be what you expect.  19 

minutes.  Director: Sadam Wahidi 

 

Dolls Story   (Kazakhstan) 
A poignant story about a single mother in a difficult situation. She discovers her talent for creating 
dolls.  13 minutes.  Directors: Eldar Shibanov and Dias Shibanov  
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Around the World ï Program 2 

seven short films from around the world 

Friday, February 17 at 7:00 p.m., Saturday, February 18 at 8:15 p.m. and 

Sunday, February 19 at 7:00 p.m. at Park Library Auditorium (Central 

Michigan University) 

 
Party Time (Finland) 
Risto (age 10) waits impatiently for his birthday party. As the party nears, the tension between 

the adults grows.  10 minutes.  Director: Jenni Kangasniemi 

 

Keep It Clean (USA) 

A door to door salesman dies in a clean freak's home.  11 minutes.  Directors: Evan Sennett and 

Matthew Rivera 

 

The Way of Life (Spain) 
What a young woman calls her life may not actually be hers (and maybe not even life).  5 

minutes.  Director: Ana Maria Carrasco Mu¶oz (Anna Camus) 

 

Dream Vending Machine (Taiwan) 
A boy draws a tree house. He hears of a dream vending machine and hopes it can make his 

dream come true.  6 minutes.  Director: Hsueh-Cheng Lu 

 

Dog Field (Poland) 
A man runs through a city and falls down. Most people just look at him and take pictures. Then a 

woman helps him. Inspired by a true story.  7 minutes.  Directors: Ena Kielska and Anna66 

Andrzejewska 

 

Outlangish - Skateboarding against Poverty (South Africa) 
Outlangish is a South African social project that offers kids from disadvantaged areas in Cape 

Town an alternative to life on the streets through skateboarding. The sport gives them the 

opportunity to learn a lot about themselves and their environment. 9 minutes. Director: Tim 

Drabandt  

 

Run (South Africa) 

Sipho is a 19-year-old South African youth living in a shabby township 120 kilometers from Cape 

Town. His life seems to be predetermined by poverty and hopelessness until one day an 

unexpected event sends him on a life-changing journey.  13 minutes. Directors: Tim Drabandt 

and Fanon Kabwe 
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Caligariôs Children 

cutting-edge, intriguing, highly innovative, sometimes experimental, 

sometimes disturbing, short films from around the world  at Park Library 

Auditorium (Central Michigan University) 

 

(not recommended for children) 

 

Friday, February 17 at 9:40 p.m. in Park Library Auditorium (Central Michigan 

University) 

 
RJ . Sovereignty (Brazil) 
In the near future, Rio de Janeiro city is only for the privileged. Ana discovers that the price is 

beyond what she can afford. 3 minutes.  Director: Gabriel de Moura 

 

A Silent Scream (Germany) 
A man wakes up in a white room unable to move. He has also lost his memories.  14 minutes.  

Director: Christian Skibinski 

 

La Voce / Voiceless (Canada) 
Edgar works in a slaughterhouse. He loses his voice and finds himself with the voice of a pig.  22 

minutes.  Director: David Uloth 

 

The Inquest (Poland) 

A private detective comes to town to solve mysterious cases of missing people.  18 minutes. 

Director: Ena Kielska 

 

Manifest: Destiny (USA)  
A brother and sister trek across the countryside with a young girl in tow. 10 minutes. Director: TL 

Westgate and  Dale Metz 

 

Everything's Gonna Be OK (USA)  
Mike wakes up on his birthday to find his parents have sent him a duck puppet and a pack of 
cigarettes. Inspired by the gifts, he dreams of becoming a ventriloquist and prot®g® of the 

legendary but elusive Puppet Master.  23 minutes. Director: Marcus Chan 
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Eclectica, Program  1 
 

Films in the 2017 Festival are the most varied selection we have ever had. Thatôs 

why we have a total of three programs covering such a wide range topics in so 

many different ways that the best word we could come up with to describe them 

is eclectic. These films are all worth seeing, but donôt assume from seeing any 

one of them that it will give you even the slightest idea of what you will find in 

the others. 

 

Friday, February 10 at 9:30 p.m. and Saturday, February 18 at 6:00 p.m. at Park 

Library Auditorium (Central Michigan University) 

 
Mother (Georgia) 
A single mother is forced to hide her childôs existence in order not to become the object of judgment 

and condemnation. 10 minutes.  Director: Rati Tsiteladze 

 

Guao (Dominican Republic/Argentina) 
LuperoӢn, a Caribbean immigrant to Argentina is a naµve and shy boy with a profound love for 

Catherine Deneuve.  He falls in love with Federico, a religious fanatic. 34 minutes.  Director:  

Eduardo Vel§zquez 

 

Traces of my Brother (Germany) 
Max mourns the death of his brother, trying desperately to fill his shoes. 14 minutes.  Director: Moritz 

Mayerhofer 

 

Underdog (France) 
Didier, a 55-year-old security guard at a supermarket in the middle of a rough neighborhood, keeps a 

close eye on the comings and goings of the customers and watches the incessant ballet of local, 

smalltime dealers stealing his shopping carts. One day, it's too much and Didier decides to do 

something.  30 minutes.  Director: Jean-Alain Laban 

 

Little Big George (India)  
This film is about a little boy who loves to eat, but most importantly loves to cook! Georgeôs biggest 

dream is to be a famous chef when he grows up and have his own TV show.  20 minutes.  Director: 
Priyanka Tanwar 
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Eclectica, Program 2 

Saturday, February 11 at 4:00 p.m. in Park Library Auditorium (Central Michigan 

University) 

 
The Mandrake and the Sword (Germany) 
In the year 1500 a monk meets a peasant who is relentlessly pursued by a knight. The peasant and 

the monk undertake a dangerous journey to a city that they hope will provide shelter for them.  16 

minutes.  Director: Nesrin Bachir 

 

Y½l and the Snake (France) 
Y½l, a 13 year old boy, goes with his big brother to conclude a deal with an unsavory character. When 

things go wrong, a mysterious snake appears. 13 minutes.  Director: Gabriel Harel 

 

Barnburner (USA) 
An aspiring female boxer named Andy lives in an abusive home with her younger brother, Cody. After 

a physical altercation with their drunken father, Andy fights for the gold to get herself and Cody out. 14 

minutes.  Director: Chloe Aktas 

 

Pixels (Spain) 
Relationships can end in many ways. This film depicts one of them. 12 minutes. Director: Jordi N¼¶ez 

Navarro  

 

Day Off (Iran) 
A lonely pizza delivery man decides to take a day off to go places in Tehran with his dog. 21 minutes. 

Director: Aidin Pedari 

 

Ghost Patrol (UK) 
Colin Spraxton and Mike Lamb are two amateur paranormal investigators with an online video 

channel that no-one watches. However, their wish for a spooky scoop is answered, as a night ghost 

hunting in the sleepy town of Windalby reveals more horror than they can handle. 28 minutes. 

Director: Tom Edmondson 

 

Dirty Roses (Greece) 
This docudrama is about people who came to Greece from the Arab world as war, economic or 

political refugees. The heroes of the short film, Nana the Greek handicapped girl, Hassan the red 

roses' seller and Mirage an Iranian refugee, are the real characters and not professional actors. 5 

minutes.  

Director: Petra Terzi 

 

Ghost Nets (UK) 
Two estranged brothers decide to try to repair their relationship. After their father dies, they take a trip 

to a wilderness beach in search of peace, but what they find there is anything but peaceful.  24 
minutes. Director: Mark Bousfield 
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Eclectica, Program 3 

Thursday, February 16 at 9:00 p.m. at Park Library Auditorium (Central 

Michigan University)  

 
[j¿rg] (Switzerland) 
One Friday morning, J¿rg collapsed on the floor of his apartment and remained there paralyzed 

for 36 hours. When he woke up in a hospital bed, the renowned professor of linguistics had 

become completely mute.  19 minutes.  Director: Raphael Meyer 

 

Losing Ground (USA/Mongolia) 
This film documents how climate change, overgrazing, and destructive mining processes used 

in Mongolia are dramatically changing the traditional pastoral lifestyles of rural Mongolian 

families who depend on healthy ecosystems for their survival. It offers beautiful cinematography. 

30 minutes.     Director: Bradley Rappa 

 

The Stairs (USA) 

A ten-year-old boy hides at the top of the stairs and listens to his father tell the story about 

almost being gassed to death during the Holocaust. Thirty years later, after his father's death, he 

listens to his dad tell the story on a cassette recorder and wishes they had discussed it face-to 

face. 10 minutes.   Director: Haykim Reagan 

 

Tuta (Georgia)  
Tuta, a 17-year-old girl, lives with her single father after her mother's death in a small village in 

the mountains of Georgia. The village gradually becomes deserted as  nature there is tough, 

and life is very hard. 28 minutes.   Director: Sandro Souladze 

 

Night Painting (Hungary)  
Itôs summer and the end of three girlsô university studies. Theyôre moving out of the flat they 

have shared for four years. Thereôs one last thing to do: repaint their room. 17 minutes.   

Director: Cristina Grosan 

 

Golden Tuna - Montreal Sessions (Canada) 
After leaving Berlin, French multidisciplinary artist Golden Tuna surfs Montreal's cold and dark 

wave to find inspiration. 10 minutes.   Director: Jenny Cartwright 

 

Lived Death (Iran) 

The last year in the life of Iranian director and actor Bahram Reihani.  30 minutes.  Director: 

Ehsaneh Noaparast  



 

 

5432 Any Street 
West 

Townsville, State 
54321 

simplifying IT 

Eight Films by William R. Coughlan (USA) 
 
Sunday, February 12 at 5:45 p.m. at Park Library Auditorium 

 
Our judges watched hundreds of films to pick the ones appearing in this yearôs festival. 

When the dust settled, one of the surprises was how many different judges picked films 

directed by William R. Coughlan.  None of the judges or other festival organizers actually 

know William R. Coughlan (we mention this just to let you know there was no favoritism 

involved).  Here is an abridged version of his biography: 

 

William R. Coughlan is an award-winning screenwriter and director, and one of the founders 

(and primary financier) of Tohubohu Productions ð which basically means that even on 

pictures he doesnôt direct, he can at least squeeze in an executive producer credit. He is 

also a director with The Advisory Board Company in Washington, D.C., where he began as 

a graphic designer before segueing into video and multimedia, and then eventually into the 

ranks of creative department management. In addition, he served two terms on the Board 

of Directors for TIVA, the Television, Internet, and Video Association of DC, Inc. He is the 

illustrator of the therapeutic workbook Stories for Children with Problems & Wishes.  He 

currently resides at a secret compound in Burke, Virginia, with his wife Pam and their two 

daughters. (The last sentence seems Coughlanesque and will likely make more sense to 

you after you have seen some of his films.) 

 
All Roads Lead Away 
Richard and Kate have lost everything: job, home, lifestyle. Now, with everything they own packed into 

their battered old station wagon, theyôre just trying to make it to Cleveland, where Richardôs brother has 

offered a chance to start over. But making the journey is easier said than done, and when Richardôs plans 

to borrow money from an old friend fall through, they are left with no choice but to seek out an old flame of 

Kateôs for help. 9 minutes.  

 

Number One with a Bullet 
Jack Reade is a mild-mannered academic who finally has a chance to publish his own Great American 

Novel. But just as he thinks his tome will see print, Pete Willoughby, a smug and influential editor, informs 

Jack that the book will remain locked in publishing purgatory. 20 minutes. 

 

Please Forward 
Chain Mail International has had a banner year; the tanking economy is proving an unexpected boon for 

the firmôs time-honored business ð creating and forwarding chain letters. 8 minutes.  

 

Remorseless 
The flashes of memory that return to Carrie Wallace as she lies bloodied in the street all share a common 

trait: Each culminates in an insincere apology.  3 minutes. 
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Eight Films by William R. Coughlan (USA) 

(continued) 
 

The Greater Evil 
Lilith Delaney has snagged a plum assignment with the campaign team of Victor Balch, a brash but 

popular candidate for the Presidency. Though initially seeing it as just another job, Lilith gradually falls 

under the candidateôs spellé until she catches a glimpse of his horrific true nature. 8 minutes. 

 

Touched by a Lawyer 
Phil has an amazing ability: with a touch, he can see exactly one hour and eight minutes into 

someoneôs past. Unfortunately, it seems to cause him nothing but trouble ð especially at the office, 

where he is called in before the boss and lectured on ñinappropriate touchingò.  6 minutes.  

 

Uke & Trust Me 
A couple on their way to a vacation destination unexpectedly encounter an unusual trio of ukulele 

players.  5 minutes. 

 

Winston 
Alina, eager for a promotion at work, agrees to take on what appears to be a straightforward task: 
housesitting and taking care of her boss Sybilôs precious dog, Winston. But confusion sets in when 

Alina arrives at the home only to discover that ñWinstonò actually may be a stuffed animal. 10 
minutes. 
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Festival Highlights 
 
This program of nine short films from around the world begins the festival on February 9 and ends it 

on February 19.  Their diversity and quality will give you a good idea of what the festival is all 

about.  We hope you will attend the first screening on February 9 and that it will whet your appetite 

and inspire you to see more of the festival.  On the other hand, if you somehow forget there is a 

festival going on until it is almost over, you can still catch the final screening of highlights on 

February 19.   

 

Thursday, February 9 at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, February 19 at 8:30 p.m. at Park 

Library Auditorium (Central Michigan University) 
 

Cirilo (Spain)  
After trying to navigate a complicated and frustrating bureaucracy an unemployed man becomes 

overwhelmed and reacts while in the employment office.  14 minutes.  Director: Ruben Sainz 

 

Retrosexe (France) 
The year is 2065 and traditional sex is banned. Convinced sex was better in the old days, a group 

of teenagers sets out to discover what it was like.  15 minutes.  Director: Jean-Baptiste Saurel 

 

Every Drop Counts... (India) 
This film about water expresses a lot in a very short time.  1 minute. Director: Dhimant Vyas. 

 

Mary Mother (Afghanistan) 
Mary lives in a remote village of Afghanistan. Her only son is with the army in Kunduz province. 

She hears that Kunduz has fallen to the Taliban and, since the authorities have no news of her son, 

she decides to go to Kunduz to find her son.  The ending will likely not be what you expect.  19 

minutes.  Director: Sadam Wahidi 

 

Guao (Dominican Republic/Argentina) 
LuperoӢn, a Caribbean immigrant to Argentina is a naµve and shy boy with a profound love for 

Catherine Deneuve.  He falls in love with Federico, a religious fanatic. 34 minutes.  Director:  

Eduardo Vel§zquez 

 

Pure Sweetness (Germany/Poland) 
A baker hires a detective to catch the muffin thief and a tasty secret is revealed.  8 minutes.  

Director: Dave Lojek 

 

Gorilla (France) 
Hollywood, 1952. Henry Corso performs a costumed gorilla on horror movies and adventure 
movies. For Jungle Jenna, he must terrorize the leading actress lost in a fake jungle. But scaring 
the woman he desires is going to be particularly tricky for the gorilla man. 14 minutes. Director: 
Tibo Pinsard 
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Festival Highlights  (continued) 
 
Flaws (USA) 

A woman and a man reveal their insecurities after their first time sleeping together. 1 minute.  Direc-

tor: Anthony Bradley 

 
The Example (USA) 

During a race riot in Beaumont, Texas in June 1943, Miller Harvey, a white police officer is deter-
mined to protect and serve his city and family. Black business owner Carver Jefferson is hell-bent on 
taking his family far away from the city, as racial hostility has led to the destruction of his home and 
business. 24 minutes. Director: Wyatt Cagle 
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Four Films by Ho Fung (China) 

 

Sunday, February 12 at 7:20 p.m. at Park Library Auditorium (Central 

Michigan University) 

 

Our judges especially liked these four works, all by Ho Fung, a young writer, 

director and actor from Hong Kong.  

 
Love in Shanxi 
It is said that every single mountain in Shanxi has its own story. This is one of them.  8 minutes. 

 

Egg Waffle 
A relationship between child and parent is often more than is visible in the present.  13 minutes. 

 

God Knows 
Although she is mute, Abo has never felt handicapped by her lack of words. Music is her vessel. 

Meeting Don sparks something within her.  13 minutes. 

 

My Dear Classmate 
Ling really has no idea why Chi always follows her. Their classmates also feel that Chi is getting 
to be like Ling. They do not understand why.  14 minutes. 
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In the Zone (Homage to Rod Serling) 

The films in this program remind us of episodes of the classic TV series The 

Twilight Zone.  That is not to say they are exactly like them, but that 

collectively they are charming, at times frightening, and all of them, like a 

good TZ episode, pack a lot into a small amount of time.  We think that 

Twilight Zone creator Rod Serling would have liked these films, so we named 

the program in honor of him. 

Sunday, February 12 at 8:30 p.m. and Friday, February 17 at 8:30 p.m. at Park 

Library Auditorium 

 
The Golden Pen (Germany) 
School is hard for pupil Anika, who has to write a final exam.  Her teacher tries to make her fail the 

exam by using dark magic tricks. But Anika doesnôt give up and she gets some unexpected help. 

13 minutes.  Director: Dieter Primig 

 

A Wish (USA) 
A man's wants to understand women. It turns out not to be so easy. 3 minutes. Director: Petra Lo 

 

Riven (The Netherlands) 
A barista discovers a peculiar mirror in the attic of a derelict bar. Curious, she wipes off the dirt 

and realizes this mirror reveals far more than just her reflection.  9 minutes.  Director: Sjoerd de 

Bont 

 

Scraps (New Zealand) 
A starving rat who lives in a scrapyard builds a rocket ship that he hopes will fly him to the moon. 3 

minutes. Director: Marnus Nagel 

 

Tailypo (USA) 
This is indeed a tale about a tail. In a re-telling of the classic American folk tale, a reclusive man 

living in a cabin with his hunting dog is stalked by a creature with sharp teeth, claws, and glowing 

yellow eyes.  14 minutes.  Director: Cameron McCasland 
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Life in the USA 

The USA has long played one of the major roles in the world of film, so it should come 

as no surprise that more than a third of our titles this year are from the country that 

created Hollywood (although some would say it was Hollywood that created the 

country as we know it).  This program includes a selection of films from the USA tied 

together by the themes of identity and responsibility. 

 

Sunday, February 12 at 9:45 p.m. and Thursday, February 16 at 7:00 p.m. at Park 

Library Auditorium (Central Michigan University) 

 

The Example 
During a race riot in Beaumont, Texas in June 1943, Miller Harvey, a white police officer is determined to 

protect and serve his city and family. Black business owner Carver Jefferson is hell-bent on taking his family 

far away from the city, as racial hostility has led to the destruction of his home and business. 24 minutes. 

Director: Wyatt Cagle 

 

Dead Leaves and the Dirty Ground 
After finding out his son is sick and feeling intense pressure from his wife, Warren Shaw delves into the 

seedy underbelly of illegal  gambling. 10 minutes. Director: Mitchell Poljak 

 

Fishbowl 
After Marina finds the address of her absent father, she has to decide whether or not to contact him. 6 

minutes. Zoe Polando 

 

Landfill 
Two hundred years ago the section of Boston called Fort Point did not exist. It was reclaimed from the 

ocean by landfill and became what some consider New England's oldest and largest community of visual 

artists. This short documentary is about the lively battles between the Fort Point artists and the 

entrepreneurs now changing the area.  5 minutes.  Director: Henry Dane 

 

My Story 
Wilbur played a role in the Civil Rights Movement, but not one to be proud of. Then a relationship changed 

him forever, as a young journalist discovers many years later.  20 minutes.  Director: Linette Lucas 

 

My Identity 
Ashley, a young Native-American girl, converts to Islam in hopes of finding structure in a life where it did not 

exist. 11 minutes. Director: Yasmin Mistry 

 

remnants 

An elderly, successful writer struggles to reveal his dark and troubled past while suffering from Alzheimer's 

disease. 19 minutes. Director: A. Plancher 
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Love 

This program has the shortest title of any in the festival.  Love, in its many 

forms, is a central theme in these nine films from Asia, Europe, Latin America 

and the USA.  They each present a distinct take on the topic. 

 

Saturday, February 11 at 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, February 18 at 9:45 p.m. at 

Park Library Auditorium (Central Michigan University) 

 
Pure Sweetness (Poland) 
A baker hires a detective to catch a muffin thief and a tasty secret is revealed.  8 minutes.  Director: 

Dave Lojek 

 

Gorilla (France) 
Hollywood, 1952. Henry Corso performs a costumed gorilla in horror and adventure movies. For 

Jungle Jenna, he must terrorize the leading actress lost in a fake jungle. But scaring the woman he 

desires is going to be particularly tricky for the gorilla man. 14 minutes. Director: Tibo Pinsard 

 
Untied Shoes (Dominican Republic) 
Two young people run into each other in different places, but never get to meet because Alejandro's 

shoelaces are always untied. One day that changes when the shoelaces end up having the opposite 

effect. 9 minutes. Director: Hector Matias 

 
Flaws (USA) 

A woman and a man reveal their insecurities after their first time sleeping together. 1 minute.  

Director: Anthony Bradley 

 

The Elephant in the Room (USA) 
When an abused woman in a pristine suburban prison falls in love with a local delivery driver, she is 

forced to confront the elephant in the room. 6 minutes. Director: E.M. Spairow 

 

The Lover (USA) 
An older gentleman is worried he will be late for his wedding anniversary celebration.  But it turns out 

things are not what they seem. 40 minutes. Director: Mahmoud Shoolizadeh 
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Love (continued) 

 
Here (Malaysia) 

A widow tells a tragic but heartwarming story with a symbolic twist.  10 minutes.  Director: Zhen Yee 

Khor 

 
Room for Two (Norway) 

William and Antonie have broken up and we meet them on their last day together, as they are packing 

and emptying their house. We also meet a young couple who have just moved in together, and now 

are looking for their first furniture - a sofa. 14 minutes. Director: Jon Lie 

 
Penthouse Sweet (USA) 
A sit-com actress must decide whether to apply the life lesson her character learns in her show to a 
real life crisis when she loses a phone on which she has stored some sensitive videos. 11 minutes. 
Director: Marcus C. W. Chan 
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Nightmare Central 
 

These eight short films (from Australia, the U.K. and the USA) range from 

comic to scary (and some are both).  We scheduled them on Saturday night.  

By the time you get home it will be the witching hour.    

 
Saturday, February 11 at 9:00 at Park Library Auditorium (Central Michigan 

University) 

 
óNaners (USA) 
You may find this work funny, but you wonôt be able to appreciate it fully and figure why we put it in 

the nightmare category until you see what comes later in this program. Nine minutes.  Director: 

Miles Johnson 

 

The Unconventional Gourmet (USA) 
The film tells an age old tale with a modern twist. Think about Hansel and Gretel.  12 minutes. 

Director: Wendy Keeling 

 

American Zombies (USA) 
The title says it all.  9 minutes.  Director: Joe Bowes 

 

Wingman (USA) 
Watch for the guys from óNaners (see above). They put in a brief guest appearance here. 10 

minutes. Directors: Taylor Chambers and Eliza McGowan-Stinski 

 

Brainwash (UK) 

A group of people head to work in what is in a way just your average 9 - 5 working day. But in 

other ways, it is not.  8 minutes. Director: Hannah Gautrey 

 

Don't Look Under Your Bed (Australia) 

Bumps in the night arenôt always just harmless noises. 4 minutes. Director: Radheya Jegatheva 

 

A Calculated Front (USA) 
Things from previous films start to come together.  Now you know why óNaners and Wingman 

ended up in the Nightmare Central program.  13 minutes. Director: by Artie Teran 

 

A Convenient Store (USA) 
When a small time crook decides to rob a convenience store on Halloween night, he gets more 
tricks than treats. 20 minutes. Director: Susan Conner 
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Feature Length/Longer Shorts  
The following films will be shown separately rather than as part of a 

program of shorts.  Each requires a separate ticket. 

 

3 1/2 (a Life of an Innocent Child) (India) 
Sunday, February 12 at 4:00 p.m. at Park Library Auditorium (Central Michigan 

University) 
Desperation forces families to take risks to earn money to survive. In this case it leads to the death of a 

child.  1 hour, 30 minutes. Director: Hemantha Kumar 

 

Across Antarctica (France) 
Saturday, February 11 at 2:00 p.m. at Park Library Auditorium (Central Michigan 

University) 

St®phanie Gicquel skied across Antarctica to the South Pole. The film is an invitation to discover 

Antarctica through her eyes and emotions.  30 minutes.  Director: St®phanie Gicque 

 

Baobabs between Land and Sea (France/

Madagascar) 
Saturday, February 11 at 2:45 p.m. at Park Library Auditorium (Central Michigan 

University) 
By their sheer size and original shapes, baobabs are among the most remarkable trees on the planet. 

These giants are currently threatened by deforestation. To study them in the heart of their forests, Cyrille 

Cornu and Wilfried Ramahafaly travel by pirogue, exploring 400 km of wild and isolated coastline in the 

southwest of Madagascar.  55 minutes.  Director: Cyrille Cornu 

 

Clare, MI: Depression Era Art (USA) 
Saturday, February 18 at 2:00 p.m. at Park Library Auditorium (Central  Michigan 

University) 
How so much WPA art came to be in Clare, Michigan and what is currently being done to preserve it is 

the subject of this documentary.  30 minutes.  Directors: Eleanor Etienne and Paige Van Osdol.  

 

Fainting Fit (Cameroon) 
Thursday, February 9 at 9:30 p.m. at Park Library Auditorium (Central Michigan 

University) 
This documentary is about epileptics in African communities, especially in Cameroon. 1 hour, 4 minutes. 

Director:  Takong Devis 
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Feature Length/ Longer Shorts (continued) 

 

Goodbye Darling, I'm Off to Fight (Italy/Thailand/USA) 
Friday, February 10 at 6:00 p.m. at Park Library Auditorium (Central Michigan 

University) 
After a painful break-up with her boyfriend, Italian actress and fashion model Chantal Ughi discovers that 

the combat sport Muay Thai is a way to deal with her rage and to confront the violence she suffered as a 

child. She goes to Thailand to train.  Chantal then returns, ready to fight her demons and to reopen old 

wounds, as she attempts to become world Muay Thai Champion.  1 hour, 14 minutes.  Director: Simone 

Manetti 

 

Ithaca: The Climb (USA) 
Friday, February 10 at 1:30 p.m. at Celebration! Cinema 
This film explores the rise, fall and resurgence of the Ithaca (MI) High School football program. 1 hour, 47 

minutes.  Director: Mason Flick 

 

The Lobster (Greece/Ireland/Netherlands/UK/France) 
Saturday, February 11 at 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. at Celebration! Cinema   
David (played by Colin Farrell) is in the awkward situation of having to find a new significant other within 

45 days or  be transformed into an animal of his choosing.  2 hours. Director: Yorgos Lanthimos 

 

Swiss Army Man (USA) 
Sunday, February 12 at 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. at Celebration! Cinema   
A man is stranded on a deserted island. A talking corpse washes up on shore.  This surreal drama was 

released in 2016.  1 hour, 37 minutes. Directors: Dan Kwan and Daniel Scheinert 

 
 



 

 

Feature Length/ Longer Shorts (continued) 

We Light the Tradition (Italy/USA) 
Saturday, February 18 at 2:45 p.m. at Park Library Auditorium (Central Michigan 

University) 
This film documents the trials and tribulations of the Annual Italian Feast in Hoboken.  58 minutes. 

Director: Roberto Pansini 

 

Whatnots (USA) 
Friday, February 10 at 4:00 p.m. and Saturday, February 11 at noon at Celebra-

tion! Cinema 
This live-action/animated psychedelic musical film uses colorful, allegorical and figurative imagery to 

tell its story.  The themes of love and loss are presented through traditional guitar and poetry. 40 

minutes. Director: Eric Limarenko 
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Pedro Paulo de Andrade  

(Memory Hospital) 

 

Memory Hospital is Pedro Paulo de Andradeôs sixth short film.  Andrade 
abandoned his career in advertising as soon as he graduated for an adventure in 
the world of filmmaking. He began as production assistant at a film and advertising 
company and years later became a young director of music videoclips, advertising 
films and fiction. Since then, his work has been selected for  awards by several 
Brazilian and International film festivals. His work is greatly influenced by sound 
design and music.  

Directors  
(Not all directors are listed here , but we managed to get photos and/or 

biographies for most of them) 
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Chlo® Aktas  
(Barnburner) 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chlo® Aktas is a graduate from the Kanbar Film and Television Institute at New York 
University's Tisch School of the Arts. In 2013, Chlo® was one of eight students 
chosen to attend the Tisch Special Programs BBC Academy training program in 
London, U.K. where she interned for BBC Radio 1. Chlo® continues to do freelance 
work for Radio1 in New York City, filming live music performances and interviews with 
celebrity guests. Further, from 2014-2015 Chlo® interned at Protozoa Pictures, 
Darren Aronofsky's production company.  In 2016 Chloe's film Mutt won a Faculty 
Commendation Award for Editing at the NYU First Run Film Festival. In 2014, Chlo®ôs 
film Fish Hook and Eye won two Tisch film festivals: she won first place in the New 
Visions and Voices Festival and Viewers Choice Award for the Fusion Film Festival 

which celebrates women in film and new media. In addition, Chlo®ôs latest film Mutt 
has won a post-production grant from NYU's Tisch School of the Arts.  
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Nesrin Bachir 
(The Mandrake and the Sword) 
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Mark Bousfield 
(Ghost Nets) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Having always dreamed of being a filmmaker Mark started young creating movies 
with his friends back in the 90s. Since then he has let his lusty young romance for 

cinema develop into a full blown love affair for the ages. Now residing in 
Canterbury (UK), Mark is developing a new Sci-fi/Horror feature film off the back 
of the successes of his film Ghost Nets.  
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Joe Bowes 
(American Zombies) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Joe Bowes is a 22 year old student at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
currently finishing degrees in both film and psychology. The combination of the two 
is apparent in his work, which contains strong statements of sociopolitical nature 

under a heavy blanket of screaming characters, blood splatter, and torturous 
comedy.  
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Anthony Bradley 
(Flaws) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Born and raised in Wichita, Kansas, Anthony began making films while attending 
local City Arts' Digital Arts Studio in 2012 under Brian McManus. Later that year he 
wrote and directed his first short, Infinite Disposal. After graduating from the 
Narrative Film Program in 2013, his final film for the program, A Conversation was 
accepted into several film festivals, including the 11th Annual Tallgrass International 
Film Festival. He started the production company Air Capital Productions with 
frequent collaborators Naythan Smith, Jake Fisher, and Amy Swenson in 2012. In 

2013 and 2014 their team finished in the top ten for the Down to the Wire 24 Hour 
Film Race. After a successful Kickstarter Campaign, Anthony wrote and directed his 
sixth short film, Franklin, which went on to a successful festival run, winning Best 
Kansas Film at the 2015 Doc Sunback Film Festival and Best Short and Audience 
Award at the 2015 Third Thursday Film Festival.  
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Wyatt Cagle 
(The Example) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Story telling has always been a part of the life of Wyatt Cagle, from the days in his 
youth when he performed on stage for a local theater troupe to being the director of  

The Example.  After college, the Lamar University graduate traveled across the 
country working on several feature films. One of those features, The Breakdance 

Kid, which premiered at the Austin Film Festival in 2004, was Wyattôs first 
opportunity to serve as director of photography on a feature project. For a number of 

years, he worked at POV Editing & Visual Effects in Houston and Sominio Solutions 
in Austin, gaining experience as an editor and director working on content for 
Fortune 500 companies and feature film clientele.   Always looking for new 
challenges, Wyatt and business partner Greg Scheinman, created a documentary 
series titled Profiles With Greg Schienman on PBS that was on air for two seasons. 

In 2009, Wyatt was approached by SWD Productions to help produce a television 
series involving the Houston Dynamo, Houstonôs professional soccer team for Fox 
Sports Network titled Shooting Stars. The program aired in August 2010.  Wyatt has 
brought his talents and skills to the award-winning project Not Like The 

Commercials, where he was a producer, director and editor.  


